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Reflections from Our President  

 

Welcome, Spring!  I am always excited about the warmer 

weather that is brought by the changing seasons, but 

March gives the flutist in me another reason to be ex-

cited: Flute Festival Mid -South on March 18 and 19.  This 

year, we will celebrate our 17th festival along with the 

changing of the seasons, in Nashville, Tennessee. Always 

popular with all ages of flutists, our guest artist will be 

Rhonda Larson. Ms. Larson is a versatile perfomer of clas-

sical, jazz, Celtic, ambient and other styles.  She is also a 

composer.  The festival will be filled with fantastic per-

formances, master classes and workshops throughout the 

two days.  There will also be flute choirs to participate in, 

flutes, flute music and flute - related items for sale in the 

exhibit hall, and many friends waiting to be made or re-

connect with. Happy Spring and happy fluting!    

 

In musical comraderie,  

Stephanie Rea                                                                                                                                                                    

President, Mid -South Flute Society                                                                                                                         

Associate Professor, Murray State University  



Preparing for Grad School Auditions  

By Jennifer Davis  

 

Graduate school.  Applications.  Essays.  Deadlines.  Transcripts.  Pre -

screening recordings.  Auditions.  Practice, practice, practice!  These words generally 
sum up the story of my life for the past six months or so.  Before I knew it, my sen-

ior year of college at MTSU had crept up on me, and the time had come to start the 
process of applying to graduate school.  And I say ñprocessò because it certainly is a 

process ï a long, sometimes complicated, but exciting process.   

Perhaps the most difficult part of the process was simply knowing where to 
start.  While I had a general idea of where I wanted to apply, I began by compiling a 

list of teachers I had played for in masterclasses and lessons and had liked, as well 
as list of teachers and schools that interested me.  Of course, my list had about fif-
teen schools and was impossibly long.  I narrowed my first list to around six schools, 

but because I really enjoyed researching every school and teacher I could think of, 
my list fluctuated for a while.  I probably asked my teacher her opinion about three 

different schools each week.   

Finally, I came to a decision and made a relatively perma-
nent list of schools to which I would apply.  Each school 

had its own specific application requirements, deadlines, 
and other critical fine details.  Keeping all that information 

in order was a lofty task; my obsessive -compulsive ten-
dencies kicked into high gear (when I needed them 
most!) and I made a notebook filled with every bit of in-

formation I could possibly need to know for each school, 
complete with colorful dividers and labels.  (I am a flute 

player after all.)  By the end of December, I had com-
pleted applications to nearly ten schools while also taking 

18 hours of classes.  Needless to say, the majority of my 
life during that semester was spent in the library or the 

practice room.  I was certainly never bored!  

After the excitement of meeting deadlines and checking things off my exten-
sive ñGraduate School To Do Listò, came the real exciting part of applying to gradu-

ate school: auditions.  Being so caught up in completing the applications, I almost 
forgot that I still had to audition at the schools!  I auditioned at five schools: Univer-
sity of Illinois, University of Northern Iowa, Rutgers University, University of Oregon, 

and the Cincinnati College -Conservatory of Music.  All five auditions took place in 

just fourteen days and I had to travel to each school to audition.    

For the most part, each school had different audition requirements, some 
more demanding than others.  For my auditions, I had prepared works by Reinecke, 
Dutilleux, Mozart, Gordeli, and J.S. Bach, in addition to six different excerpts and a 

technical etude.  Some schools required at least one piece to be played by memory 
in its entirety, so I chose to play the Mozart Concerto in D Major from memory.  The 

music that I learned for my auditions adds up to easily an hour of music; however, 
rarely did an audition last more than 15 minutes.  At each audition, I was asked to 
pick the first piece, and I played about three minutes of the piece.  Then, I was 

asked to play a section of another piece or two, and then one or two excerpts.  I 
learned that you have to be prepared to play any section of all of your pieces be-

cause you just donôt know what youôll be asked to play.  There were even some 



Flute Festival Mid -South 2011  

Please join us for Flute Festival Mid-South 2011, which will be held at 
Tennessee State University in Nashville March 18-19, 2011. Opportunities 
to play with the flute choirs and participate in Solo and Ensemble are 
still available.  Below is a list of our exciting events! 

 

Friday, March 18, 2011  

* 4:00 p.m.: Young Artist Competi-
tion Finals 

* 4:30 p.m.: Amanda Taylor pre-
sents the music of JacobTV 

* 7:30 p.m.: Nashville Flute Choir 
performs in the rotunda 

* 8:00 p.m.: Rhonda Larson in re-
cital, Cox-Lewis Concert Hall 

 

Saturday, March 19, 2011  

* Warm-up using extended techniques with Danilo Mezzadri 

* 9:00-12:00: Solo and Ensemble, featuring judges Heidi Pintner Al-
varez, Roger Martin and Carolyn Treybig 

* 9:00 a.m.: Sarah Busman: Engaging Young Listeners 

* 10:00 a.m.: Diane Boyd Schultz: How NOT to practice! 

* 10:00 a.m.: Local Flutists in Recital 

* 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.: Visit the exhibits 

* 11:00 a.m.: Tracey Schmidt-Janyes and Reuben Councill in recital 



* 11:00 a.m.: Mary-Louise Poor: Playing Without Pain 

* 11:30 a.m.: Ai Goldsmith plays flute music from Japan 

* 11:00 a.m.: High School Soloist Competition 

* 12:00 p.m.: Dr. Heather Small and the University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga flute choir 

* 12:00 p.m.: Rebecca Hovan for Blocki Method: Strategies for Success 
with Beginners and Beyond 

* 1:00-3:30 p.m.: Rhondaõs Rubrics and Masterclass with Rhonda Lar-
son 

* 2:00 p.m.: Young Flutists Showcase 

* 2:00 p.m.: Tota Portela: Interpreting the Telemann Fantasies 

* 3:00 p.m.: Ronda Benson Ford: How to Record a CD if you do not 
have a recording contract 

* 4:00 p.m.: Masters Recital 

* 5:15 p.m.: Annual Meeting (Open to All Members!) 

* 7:00 p.m.: Nashville Philharmonic Flute Ensemble in the rotunda 

* 7:30 p.m.: Final Concert: Competition Winners and Festival Flute 
Choirs 



pieces that I learned well and was never even asked to play!  

Every audition I took was much different from all the others and each one 
was a great learning experience.  My auditions at Illinois, Rutgers, and CCM were 

on audition days, so the atmosphere at those auditions was very lively and ener-
getic.  Students (and their parents) were frantically scurrying about to find audition 
rooms and open practice rooms, which were sometimes hard to come by.  From 

every practice room I could hear flurries of fast notes and well -played difficult 
pieces, which could have been very discouraging.  Fortunately, I came to those 

auditions in the right mindset and reminded myself that I was there to play my 
best and to have fun playing for my listeners.  My auditions at UNI and Oregon 
were scheduled individually, so those auditions were much more laid back than 

those on audition days.  

Now I am done with my auditions and am waiting to hear from the schools.  

Honestly, I donôt know what to expect, because I know there are many excellent 
flutists in the world and itôs impossible to know what a teacher may be looking for 
in a student.  But applying and auditioning for graduate school has been an invalu-

able learning experience, no matter what the outcome might be.  Itôs said that the 
best way to learn is through experience and Iôve certainly experienced a lot these 

past few months.  Iôve proven to myself that I can meet deadlines, complete pro-
jects, accomplish goals, and even memorize an entire Mozart concerto in a very 

limited amount of time.  Iôve also learned how to perform better under stressful cir-

cumstances and to remember to have fun while Iôm playing.    

A bit of advice for those who may be applying to graduate school in the fu-

ture: start your applications early!  And by early, I mean really early.  Start filling 
applications out and figuring out what you need to do for each one as soon as they 

become available.  Politely ask for letters of recommendation well before the dead-
line, too. Also, donôt apply to so many schools that you end up with an outrageous 
list of audition repertoire.  Youôll need all the time you can get to learn the pieces 

thoroughly and comfortably.  (I am 
guilty of this last one.)  And if there is a 

school that you think may be out of your 
reach, go for it anyway!  Learning the 
repertoire, performing the audition, and 

working towards your goals will only 
make you a better player.  And most im-

portantly, youôll never know if you could 

have been accepted if you never tried!  

 

Jenny Davis is a senior flute per-
formance major at Middle Tennessee 

State University. Her teachers include 

Deanna Little and Ruth Ann McClain.      

Artwork courtesy of Deanna Little  


